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"She Hath Dene What She 
Could." 

This titU is * compliment 
which the Great Master paid to 
a woman who performed a good 
work upon him, when he *M 
censored by one ot bia disciples 
tor submitting to what he regard- 
ed a? extravagance. A habit of 
wastefulness is a fault that should 
be corrected, and the one who is 
addicted thereto ought to make a 
special study how to avoid it; 
but the one forcible difficulty in 
the way is to distinguish just 
what is extravagance in others. 

The Savior regarded the work 
of the woman referred to, a noble 
one, and one which would carry 
her name wherever the Gospel of 
the living God should be preach- 
ed ; while Judas regarded it as a 
nee lose waste. 

We look upon the use of all in- 
toxicating beverages as a great 
waste, not only of finances, but 
of strength, happiness and all 
that makes lite pleasant and 
heaven glorious; and we often 
wonder why people will persist in 
using what is no benefit to them 
in any way, yet there are those 
who declare that it is of some 
use to them, and and not a waste. 
Almost every day we see a youth 
upon the streets puffing tobacco 
smoke with herculean efforts. 
He draws the poisonous nicotine 
into his lungs and it is carried 
directly into the blood, his coun- 
tenance becomes sallow and pale, 
be loses his capacity tor mental 
work, is shiftless, worthless, and 
instead of growing into strong, 
vigorous and noble manhcod, he 
dwindles into a pigmy in every 
characteristic; and this is not all 
he consumes bis legacy and robs 
every one, to an extent greater 
or less, depending upon him tor 
for support. We look upon this 
habit as dangerous to the high- 
est degree, and extravagant be- 
yond justification. Yet there 
are some who say they cannot 
live without tobacco, and it tbat 
is actually true, then these state- 
ments are not appliable to all 
eases. 

One woman used costly oint- 
ment upon the Savior's feet. 
From this premise we might ar- 
gue tbat the custom introduced 
by the woman was a church cere- 
mony and indispensable to the 
welfare of men spiritually ; but, 
in the present status of religions 
doctrine, it would have few ad- 
vocates and still fewer followers, 
and if it was persisted in, it 
would be a great waste, and little 
benefit would follow. Yet,in the 
case ot the Savior, it was indis- 
pensable. 

Now and then some one does 
derive some benefit from the use 
wine and other liquors, and to- 
bacco often serves the purpose of 


e remedial agent; hot because 
one Is blessed in its nee aa a med- 
io) ne, the fact is no reason why a 
thousand abonld ruin themselves 
physically and mentally and waste 
their substance in osing it. 

"Do what yon can" is a noble 
motto£ but the effort sbontd be 
in the direction of good works. 

The man who is willing to/jon- 
desoend and employ himself in 
doing the good tbat his hands 
find to do will be blest in his 
deeds; but if he does what he 
can to injure his own abilities 
and waste the means that has 
been placed at his disposal, God 
will not hold him innocent. 

The commendable part of the 
deed that the woman performed 
is feuod in her dispesiton to do 
what she could. Sbe did not 
ask to be set on some high 
throne, or to be ruler over a 
certain number of people. She 
was content to come down to 
the Savior's feet and wipe them 
with tbe hair that covered the 
crown of her own head; tbe 
most exalted part of her own 
body. What an admirable scene 
that was — a woman, wrapping 
the feet (that bad been wounded 
and bruised by travel over tbe 
thorny road ot a sin-cursed world 
for the benefit of stnfcl man, in 
her own soft hair ! 

"She hath done wbat she 
oonld 1" Noble example. Who 
will imitate the example of the 
good woman and do whatever 
good work that can be found to 
do without considering self, yenr 
own exalted feelings, or the 
standing 'of your associate. The 
position of doorkeeper of the 
house of the Lord ie more exalt- 
ed than the thrones of kings ; 
and those who are willing to ac- 
cept bumble positions and labor 
to merit the applaudit of "well 
done, good and faithful servant," 
will be exalted and honored by 
him who rules over all. 

The work of tbe Lord is so 
varied in its character that every 
one can find something to do ; 
and every member of the body 
of Christ who will do what hie 
bands find to d o, will be honored 
by Christ. 

Choosing an Elder. 

Religious denominations had 
drifted into a very abnormal cus- 
tom in the work of choosing 
elders and rulers. 

Every church organization, to 
be prosperous and alive to good 
works, must have a ruler to lead- 
er who has the confidence and 
respect of the people, and poeeees 
the qualifications that are set 
forth in our rule of faith. These 
qualifications are partially or 
wholly ignored too frequently 
when a pastor or elder is to be 
chosen, and disastrous results 
follow. 

One of tbe qualifications given 
in tbe divine word, is an aptness 
to teach. This is usually constru- 
ed to mean, ability as a preacher. 
Tbe phrase does partially mean 
this, but teaching comprehends 
more, in the Gospel, than mere 
preaching. Apt to teach the 
practical lessons of piety aad 
godliness, humility and sobriety, 
and love and patience, ia the 
qualification that is meant. 

Men have gifts differing as tbe 
Lord bas given to each one, and 
the first lesson to acquire is to 
know tbe sphere in which each 
member can do the most good. 
Many evangelists make poor 
pastors, and good pastors make 
poor evangelists ; and an excell- 
ent preacher sometimes makes a 
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miserable house-keeper. Where 
one man bas the variety of talent 
to enable bim to succeed as a 
pastor and a preacher, it is well 
end good to make him both ; but 
where snch material is not 
available, then let the elder or 
pastor be a man who bas a good 
report, and ability to role. Apt 
to teach, in the capacity of an 
elder means ability to give good 
admonitions regarding works of 
righteousness and there are 
many who can do this, who are 
not able to preach from a text. 
A pious life and exemplary 
Christian character supporting 
good advice makes it effective 
and this is what is demanded of 
a church father. 

Every church organisation 
should have a recognised chair- 
man or president, and if a good 
minister, who possess the needed 
ability as a raler, is not availa- 
ble, one ot the elder members of 
tbe congregation should be cho- 
sen to fill tbe place ; and if the 
false notions about the qualifica- 
tions of a ruler were abandoned 
and men of moral courage and 
commanding ability were chosen 
wholy on account of their fitness 
for tbe work, a marked improve- 
ment would at once be noticed 
in the discipline of many church- 
es. 


Brother HoUInger at Werk 
Again. 

Elder 11. H. Holeinger is again 
on his mission of raising the 
College debt. We hope the 
Brethren will give him a kind 
reception wherever he calls, and 
help him on his way by liberal 
donations. Remember that i« a 
common cause and one that con- 
cerns our honor and our interests 
as a Church, and we who are di- 
rectly concerned about the mat- 
ter are very anxious to have the 
work finished that we may give 
it a rest in these columns 
Those churches and church mem- 
bers having offerings to make, 
who will likely be visited by 
brother Holeinger should keep 
them and subscribe to bim ; and 
tbe members who live in isolat- 
ed places oao send in their 
pledges and donations to this of- 
fice, and we will report the same. 
So let us dispose ot this matter 
as soon as possible. 


Forgiving. 

Forgiving is one of tbe great 
works of grace, ana one in which 
the God of oar fathers engaged 
in before we entered upon the 
stage of Motion. Contemplate 
for a moment tbe unbounded 
mercy of God in forgiving men 
their sins and trespasses, and 
sending bis Son among us to 
open a fountain in tbe House ot 
David for sin and nocleanness. 

The scripture of divine truth 
is a revelation of tbe character 
of the Living God, which is un- 
folded before as for imitation. 
The Father has asked of us 
nothing that be bas not first per- 
formed himself, in all the varia- 
tions of tbe works «t grace and 
love. God has not repented, be- 
cause he did no evil to repent 
Irom ; but in deeds of love, and 
benevolence and forgivnese, he 
has been aa great as he was in 
the exercise ot bis creative power. 

Having therefore the works of 
God as our pattern, we should 
give earnest attention to the 
works that ate before ns to per- 
form, and net shan to extend 
forgiveness where any one has 
thoughtlessly wronged ns or did 


ns evil when the spirit of revenge 
was master over them. 

It requires Christian fortitude 
and moral courage to bravely 
visit one whom we have offend- 
ed and beg his pardon ; and It 
requires tbe exercise of true love 
to forgive our fellow man his 
trespasses, aa Ged for Christ's 
sake forgave ns. Yet this is 
what the Divine example press- 
es upon ns. From the heart we 
are to forgive our fellow men 
their sins and trespasses ; and 
even to do it before a formal re- 
quest is made by the one com- 
mitting tbe offence. If we do 
not forgive those who sin against 
us, we stand in tbe position of 
judge over them. We are not 
satisfied until they are punished 
for the wrong they have done, 
and do not submit all to God ; 
for it is declared tbat vengeance 
belongeth to him. 

Forgivnese is a work of grace, 
and the followers of Christ who 
daily forgive their fellow men 
their trespasses, treat others as 
they are treated by God, and in- 
vokes tbe approval of God upon 
himself. 

Brethren, be free to forgive 
one another when there is any- 
thing that may arise between 
you. 


'Mid Scenes ef Confusion. 

This aeeme to be the inevitable 
lot of one who is, by some in- 
scrutible Providence, thrown 
into the work of printing papers 
for people to read. One brother 
is wholy committed to a peace 
policy, and does not like to read 
anything that strikes harshly 
upon the ears of any one, and he 
is grieved when another writes 
such an article ; and, being sub- 
ject to frailties like other men, 
be becomes excited and goes for 
others in language more forci- 
ble than polite. 

Recently we published an arti- 
cle for a brother in tbe West, 
and this week we publish one 
in reply, on the plea that be was 
misrepresented ; so there is now 
a question of veracity between 
them, and it is known far and 
wide. 

We love peace, and desire to 
publish a paper that we can pray 
God to bless, and without many 
words, we earnestly beg of 
our correspondents to confine 
themselves to sctual truth when 
circumstances demand tbat a 
statement most be made which 
bring others unfavorably before 
the public. Do not allow your 
feeling to color in any degree 
the truth. In your patience 
poesess ye your son Is. Spiritual 
wickedness in high places and 
in low places need to be attack- 
ed and condemned ; bnt when 
you buckle on the armor and 
take the sword and venture upon 
snob work, be sure that you are 
doing what the Holy Scriptures 
will bear yon ant in. 

It is always better to eay too 
little than too much about onr 
neighbors. * 


Speak Evil of no 0»e. 

If we could all obey this oom- 
mand, there would be peace 
among all men. Not only by 
tbe Christian professor, bat the i. 
outside woald tan to shams and 
say, there is reality In religion. 
Are we not aware that it is the 
Christian professors who makes 
many infidels ? While we 
differ in church matters, let as 
avoid speaking evil one of anoth- 
er. While we believe the Gospel 
to be sufficient rale and law to 
govern ns as a church, let ns be 
satisfied. 

I beg of onr Brethren to work 
all they can for Christ, and not 
speak evil of those who differ 
from us. t 

We should remember there are 
many good, warm friends that 
belong to the Conservativ 
Chnroh, whome we have learned 
to love. Therefore let ns be 
oareful and not speak evil of 
them. Bnt I am glad to know 
that it is right to reason one with 
another. 

I was reminded a few days 
ago by Elder W. R. Deeter, that 
we had been telling and writing* 
some hard things about their 
church. Now Brethren let ns 
avoid this. Perhaps I have said 
things which they may consider 
hard, when I expressed my feel- 
ing, when they expelled my wife 
for wearing a hat. Not until 
then could I no longer make 
that church my home, and you, 
Brethren, that were acquained 
with, me know that I worked 
faithfully iu the church, until I 
seen so many expelled for the 
same cause. Not until then did 
I shrink from the church, 1 felt 
it was my duty, at least, to try 
and give some of oar dear ones a 
helping hand, that they may 
have a borne in the church again, 
and be ready to meet their * 
Saviour when their daya are 
numbered here on earth. 

Since Bro. Deeter has the over- 
Bight of i,the Conservativ 
Church at this place, I do not 
think any have been expelled for 
wearing hats, though some are 
wearing bats. One sister, who 
has been wearing a hat for more 
than three years, has not been 
talked to yet. This same sister 
is living under my roof. 

Now, I do not want tbem to 
say, I am writing hard things, 
when I tell the truth. 

I will kindly ask my Conserva- 
tive friends to reply through this 
paper. (Evanobust,) since you 
say tbe word mandatory has 
been modified and made obliga- 
tory, (look at definition imposing 
an obligation, binding.) While 
yon do not regard this rule any 
more than we do, why not give 
us your hand and march with us T 

The Lord bas blessed us Breth- 
ren of Mil lord, Ind., abundantly. 
Seed that was sown one year 
ago has yielded a hundred fold. 

JoHK DlIBBB. 


The Winter Term of Ashland 
College. 

The Winter term of Ashland 
College opened last week, with 
an increased attendance, and the 
outlook for the future is very 
promising. Considering the die- 
advantages nnder which the In- 
stitution opened last Fall, the 
present attendance is remarkably 
good, and the managment is well 
pleased over the improvement 
that has been made. 


Evangelist College rend. 


Mrs. 1. P. HstetJf 

«•» 

H. P. MetcaU 

6.00 

O. A. Cspp 

25.00 

Benjamin O. Fredrick 

10.00 

Kate Cowen 

3.50 

Uenrj Ebe 

5,00 

J. L. Swthart 

1.00 

Lanra H. Snider 

6.00 

V. A. Braaklson 

(.00 

Bit Hoflert 

26,00 

A. B. Summers 

26.00 

J. Miller Kong 

80.00 

Sam'iO. Loueeker 

10.00 


Be pleasant and kind to those 
around you. The man who stirs 
his cop with an icicle spoils the 
tea and chills his own fingers. 


